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1.0 CHAWATHIL FIRST NATION  

1.1 CHAWATHIL PEOPLE & HISTORY  
Chawathil First Nation (Chawathil) is situated in the mountain setting of the upper Fraser 

Valley . Chawathil �Z�:��traditional territory included  what is now Hope , BC as well as much of the 

surrounding area �)���Þ���§�ö�P�®�Þ���Ð���H�Ø�µ���À�:�Z�1ó:ls southern village site . �À�:�Z�1ó:ls was centrally located in 

the ancestral lands of the Chawathil people . It was occupied by  Chawathil people from pre -

contact to the late 19th Century . Chawathil First Nation was displaced  from these (and other 

ancestral) lands, and now hold just five small reserves �)�� �������µ�� ���Ï�� �i�Ø�Þ�§�Ø�� �Þ���§�ö�P�®�µ�� �H�Ø�µ�� �À�:�Z�1�
�(�ö�:��

village site in its entirety.  

Currently , Chawathil holds approximately 650 ha (1,600 acres) of land across five (5) reserves : 

Chawathil 4 ( 558.5 ha), Schkam 2 (83.3 ha), Greenwood Island 3 (4 ha), Telte Yet Campground 

���2���R���/�µ���Á���@�Ä���Ø�Š�A�)���Š���®���À�P�����µ�ö���Æ���@�À�.�É���Ø�Š�A�.���!�Ø�Š�i�Š�H�Ø�Þ�ö���:�Ø�Š�2�µ�:���Š�����Š�®�®�Þ�H�Þ�����Š�ö���2�µ�:�µ�2�h�µ�)���§�µ�§�ò�i�Z�n�µ�(�o�ö�µ�:��

(Peckquaylis) located in Mission BC, with other First Nations.  

Chawathil is a community of approximately 665 re gistered member s. As of April  2024,  385 

registered members are  living on reserve lands , primarily at Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2.  

Another 280 members are  living elsewhere, off reserve.  

The land and 

natural resources 

of the traditional 

territory have 

sustained 

Chawathil  people 

and their way of 

life for centuries. 

As �²�H�
�(�ö�$ ���2�� �Y�2�Þ�h�µ�2�Z��

people, Chawathil 

members were 

dependent on the 

river and the land 

for their survival 

and livelihood. 

Traditionally, 

Chawathil people 

moved 

throughout their 

territory on foot or 

by canoe using 

Figure 1: Fort Hope, 1860.  Visible on the right hand side of the image is one of the 
�:�u�Þ�ö�H�µ�n�‹�i�H�n�i���[�/�ö�Š���ò�����2���r�ö�����Ð�s���Ø���P�:�µ�:�\���Š�H��Ts'qó:ls.  Credit: BCARS A -03530.  
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available resources to fish, hunt and gather. Today, Chawathil people continue to engage in 

these activities  for traditional and economical purposes.  

1.2 CHAWATHIL GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE  

LAND USE GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK 
Chawathil First Nation is governed by Land Code �I enacted on March 21, 2016. As a member 

���Ï�� �H�Ø�µ�� �À�Þ�o�Z�H�� �À�2�Þ�¦�µ�)��Chawathil s trive s to continue to maintain rights and title to lands and 

resources located within �²�Z�
�ö�Ø�� �À�¶�ÿ�¶�n�i, traditional Sto:lo Territory. Chawathil signed a 

Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management with the Government of Canada 

on March 25, 2013. The Land Code was enacted to serve as the fundamental land law for 

Chawathil First Nation reserve lands.   

The Land Code outlines First Nation legislation as it applies to Chawathil and provides rules 

and regulations for community consultation and involvement, protection of land, 

accountability, land administration, interests in land, and dispute resolution amo ng other 

matters.  

OTHER PLANS 
Lexw Siyo:Les (Working as One) Comprehensive Community Development Plan and 

Implementation Plan  

The Lexw Siyo:les (Working as One) Comprehensive Community Development Plan (CCDP) 

(2009 ) and Implementation Plan (2011) document  community values and priorities through 

a unified vision for the future.  This vision  is the foundation for guiding growth and 

development on Chawathil lands over the next 20 years. To achieve this vision,  the plans 

outline clear goals , actions,  and targets under the following themes : Governance; Lands and 

Environment ; Language and Culture ; Health ; Community Involvement ; Education ; and  

Economic Development . Both documents are intended to guide Chawathil administration 

in achieving desirable community outcomes with the resources available.  

By creating a network that supports safe and comfortable movement across Chawathil lands 

and beyond using sustainable modes of travel, t he Active Transportation Plan can help 

Chawathil achieve its vision  and community goals for environmental protection , better land 

use management, reconnection to culture and traditions, as well as improved community 

health outcomes.  

�²�Z�
�ö�Ø���À�¶�ÿ�¶�n�i (Our Land) Community Land Use Plan  

The �²�Z�
�ö�Ø�� �À�¶�ÿ�¶�n�i (Our Land) Community Land Use Plan (2010) serves as a long -term 

guiding framework for making decisions regarding land use and development on Chawathil 

lands. The Plan  provides a unified approach as well as goals and objectives for the distribution 

and management of land uses across �!�Ø�Š�i�Š�H�Ø�Þ�ö�Z�:��five (5) reserves .  
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The Land Use Plan builds upon and supports the community vision, goals,  and actions from  

the CCDP. Together, the se documents help ensure  Chawathil cultural values, identity, and 

connection to the land are sustained whil e pursuing opportunities for development.   

There is a strong relationship between the Community Land Use Plan and the Active 

Transportation Plan. The Community Land Use  Plan identified the following objectives for 

transportation on Chawathil land , all of which have been incorporated into the Active 

Transportation Plan : 

�x �0�ÿ�/�Ø�Š�:�Þ�y�µ���i�Š�ö�ò�Þ���Ð�)���§�o�§�ö�Þ���Ð�)���Š���®�����H�Ø�µ�2���Ï���2�ÿ�:�����Ï���������M�Š�P�H���ÿ���¦�Þ�ö�µ���H�2�Š�h�µ�ö���i�Þ�H�Ø�Þ����

Chawathil communities .  

�x Establish and foster the creation of a network of trails throughout Chawathil 

communities to encourage healthy active living among residents .  

�x Provide an efficient local road system that is safe and accessible to multiple modes 

of transportation that serves the needs of community members .  

�x Ensure the transportation system serves the diverse needs of Chawathil community 

members, from youth to elders, now and in the future .  

The Plan also identified the following transportation -oriented policies:  

�x Chawathil supports the creation of roads with bike and pedestrian pathways .  

�x Chawathil supports the creation of a network of pedestrian bike pathways 

throughout the community .  

�x Chawathil will pursue the development of a new road on Chawathil 4 from 

Chawathil Road to Seven Day Road .  

�x Chawathil will continue to pursue options for increasing safety at the intersection of 

Ross Road and the TransCanada Highway . 
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2.0 PURPOSE OF THE PLAN 
The Active Transportation  Plan will help Chawathil provide more places for people to safely 

walk , bicycle, and roll .  

While the primary focus is on Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2, the Active Transportation Plan also 

identifies connections between each community and beyond.   

2.1 GOALS  
The Active Transportation Plan aims to:  

�x Encourage more people to make trips by walking, biking, and rolling instead of 

driving.  

�x Improve safety and comfort for people who travel by active transportation . 

�x Create conditions for a healthier community . 

�x Enhance cultural expression . 

�x Support the objectives and initiatives of other community plans . 

�x Reduce transportation -related greenhouse gas emissions . 

Incorporating the aims noted above, the  Active Transportation P lan  document :  

�x Sets a long -term community vision for walking, cycling, and rolling .  

�x Identif ies strategies and actions to support active transportation .  

�x Identif ies new infrastructure projects .  

By having an Active Transportation Plan in place, Chawathil has access to more funding to 

implement projects that will contribute to a safe, comfortable, and accessible network for all 

community members.  
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2.2 HOW THE PLAN  WAS DEVELOPED  

PROCESS 
The Active Transportation Plan was developed in three (3) phases  between December 2023 

and June  2024.  

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Community input was vital to the creation of the Active Transportation Plan. This section 

outlines the different meetings and events that were held to collect input for the Active 

Transportation Plan  (Figure 2). 

�x Community Survey  �I February to March 2024  

�x Community Open House (2) �I February 29, 2024 and April 18, 2024  

�x Meeting with Dr. �y�Š�n�Š�n�Š�ö�Ø�H�:�Z�Þ���Š���®���0�ö�®�µ�2���§�Š�H�2�Þ�§�Þ�Š���h���Ø�� �I March 15, 2024  

�x Chief and Council Meeting (2)  �I April 16, 2024 and July 2, 2024  

�x Lands Advisory Committee Meeting �I May 2, 2024  

�x Agency Meetings and Correspondence �I Ongoing  

The following pages include  a summary of the key takeaways from the meetings and events.  
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Figure 2: Engagement Timeline  
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Agency Meetings  
Ongoing meetings with agencies including the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, 
Fraser Valley Regional District, District of Hope, Infrastructure Canada, Fortis BC, Enbridge, 
Canadian Pacific Railway, Tourism BC, and Destination BC are being he ld to help identify 
collaboration and funding opportunities for new active transportation infrastructure on and 
around Chawathil lands.   

Additionally, the team working on the Active Transportation Plan had meetings  and w alked 
around the community with the team completing the remediation work and Northwest  
Hydraulics . The focus of these meetings was to identify opportunities to coordinate the two 
projects, highlighting efficiencies, and avoiding  duplicate  efforts.  

Survey  
A survey was completed by 92 community members in March 2024. The survey was used to 
understand community needs, opportunities, and priorities related to trails, facilities, and 
infrastructure.  The following are some of the highlights.  
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Community Open House   
In -person open house events  were held on February 
29, 2024, and April 18, 2024. The events were drop -in 
sessions during wh ich  community members could 
engage on several different projects , including the 
Active Transportation Plan. Both events were well 
attended with over 85  people in attendance in 
February and over 100 people in attendance in April.  

Interactive boards and maps were used to collect 

community input on types of active transportation 

infrastructure  proposed , potential location s for new 

trails and routes, and cultural expression  through 

active transportation. There was strong  support for 

the projects that were identified. There was some 

concern about trails that were identified on 

Certificate of Possession (CP)  holder lands.  

Meeting with Dr. �y�Š�n�Š�n�Š�ö�Ø�H�:�Z�Þ��(Albert 

�Y�Y�²�������o�Z�Z McHalsie ) and Elder Patricia 

John  
On March 15, 2024,  a meeting was held  with Dr. 

�y�Š�n�Š�n�Š�ö�Ø�H�:�Z�Þ���Y�²�������o�Z���w�§�R�Š�ö�:�Þ�µ���Š���®���0�ö�®�µ�2���§�Š�H�2�Þ�§�Þ�Š��

John  to discuss how to incorporate Chawathil 

culture a nd traditions into roads and trail  projects . 

Also discussed were ways to protect wilderness, 

discuss where trails and pathways  would be 

appropriate , and potential names for roads, trails, 

and parks were also discussed.  

 

Lands Advisory Committee Meeting  
A meeting with the Lands Advisory Committee was 

held on May 2, 2024 , to discuss the potential 

locations of trails and active transportation 

infrastructure on Chawathil 4. Meeting attendees 

included representatives from the lands 

department, the First Nations Land Management 

Resource Centre, and delegates from each family. 

The presentation was approximately 1 hour in 

length, and representatives were asked to comment 

on road renaming, proposed trails, and a 

recommendation was made to reach out to the 
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team completing the remediation work, as some of the proposed trails already exist.  The 

meeting generated support for the proposed active transportation network on Chawathil 4 

and inspired ideas for additional opportunities to encourage active transportation among 

members.  

Chief and Council Meetings  
The draft active transportation network maps were presented to Chief and Council on April 

16, 2024,  before the second community open house. Chief and Council were very supportive 

of the project and the desire to increase safety and opportunities for active transportation on 

Chawathil lands and along Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure roadways . The final 

plan was presented to Chief and Council on July 2, 2024 . 
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3.0 INTRODUCTION TO ACTIVE 

TRANSPORTATION 
This section provides an overview of active transportation and why it is important to 

Chawathil First Nation.  

3.1 WHAT IS ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION?  
Active transportation is walking, biking , and rolling  to a destination. Any type of human -

powered transportation is active transportation. It can include using a skateboard, in -line 

skates, scooters, wheelchairs, or strollers.  E-scooters, electric skateboards, and other small 

electric vehicles are also considered active transportation. People using these devices often 

share the same infrastructure as people walking, biking, or rolling.   

Active transportation can also include winter activities like snowshoeing or water -based 

activities like canoeing.  

 

 

3.2 WHY IS ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION IMPORTANT?  
Active transportation is important for many reasons. Many of the benefits offered by active 

transportation will address broader community goals  noted above . 

�x More active transportation infrastructure can reduce how often people use a car.  

�x It can make transportation within a community feel safer and more comfortable.  

�x It can encourage more physical activity and time spent outdoors.  

�x It can reduce greenhouse gas emissions and support climate resilience.  

Some of the benefits of active transportation and why it is important to Chawathil are 

described below:  

Connection to Land and Culture  
It is important for Chawathil members to maintain a  connection with the past, present and 

future  on their lands. Chawathil membership have walked these regions since time 
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immemorial and promoting more walking and cycling will support a reconnection to that 

tradition. Active transportatio n can be a way to recognize, preserve , and celebrate this 

connection between people and land by providing continued access to traditional resources 

and cultural practices . Trails, signage, and rest areas can improve access to important 

community sites , help share information about Chawathil history and  create opportunities 

for  gathering and storytelling.  

Safety Benefits  
Active transportation supports the creation of an environment that is safe for all modes of 

travel �I walking, biking, rolling, taking transit, and even driving. Chawathil has lost members 

because of not having safe active transportation options. Members have been struck by 

trucks, and vehicles while walking along the highway. Being able to move safely within and 

beyond the community to reach destinations is fundamental to the overall quality of life  of 

all Chawathil members. This includes providing more routes within Chawathil and along the 

highway (Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure routes). Investing in active 

transportation infrastructure is an important step to increase safety and enhance mobility 

for everyone.  

Justice  
Providing a cce ss to safe and connected active transportation routes for Indigenous Peoples 

is an act of justice. Chawathil members should be able to sa fely travel to and from reserve 

lands, neighbouring municipalities , First Nation communities, and traditional land s. The  

traffic  safety issues  on provincial highways are life 

threatening , they have resulted in fatalities and 

create ongoing fear for individuals and families. 

Beyond lose of life, ongoing fear can create  

feelings of  anxiety and  isolation for community 

members.   

Beyond traffic safety, threats to personal safety 

due to a  lack of transportation options and safe 

active transportation facilities on highways  and transportation routes , are real , prevalent , and 

impact member �Zs lives daily.  

Among the 231 Calls for Justice formulated by the National Inquiry into Missing and 

Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls that were established by the federal government in 

2016, 4.8 states: We call upon all governments to ensure that adequate plans and funding 

are put into place for safe and affordable transit and transportation services and 

infrastructure for Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA people living in remote or rural 

communitie s. Transportation should be sufficient and readily available to Indigenous 

communities, and in towns and cities located in all of the provinces and territories in 

Canada.   

Article 7.1. United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples  

Indigenous individuals have the 

rights to life, physical and mental 

integrity, liberty and security of 

person.  
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Unfortunately, it is not uncommon for Indigenous People to drive illegally, drive while 

prohibited, drive without a license, and drive without insurance to get groceries, take their 

kids to school, go to work and so on because of limited transportation options  (beyond 

driving) . As a result, Indigenous People face penalties, including additional driving 

prohibitions that prevent them from getting their license, fines, and greater barriers to being 

able to drive in a region.  

Health benefits  
The health of Chawathil members is directly linked to the design of the community and 

infrastructure  available . Active transportation infrastructure is critical to making Chawathil 

lands walkable, accessible, and suitable for active modes of transportation. I mplementing a 

network of trails  and supporting facilities will help Chawathil members live healthier and 

more active lifestyles.  

Environmental benefits  
The health of the natural environment, ecological systems and wildli fe populations is central 

to the health and well -being of the Chawathil community. By encouraging active modes of 

travel, active transportation helps to reduce the negative impacts of greenhouse gas 

emissions and pollution associated with travel by car.  

Economic benefits  
Using active transportation reduces household costs. When community members choose 

to walk, bike, or roll instead of driving a car, they spend less on transportation. These savings 

can be reinvested back into the community by buying food, art, and supporti ng local 

businesses.  

Partnerships  
Partnerships can help accomplish shared community goals  and think about ways to 

enhance transportation connections outside of Chawathil lands . Collaboration with agency 

partners (Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, Fraser Valley Regional District, 

Canadian Pacific Railway, etc.), municipalities, First Nation communities, and organizations 

will help create safe, accessible , and enjoyable connections between Chawathil lands and 

neighbouring communities.  
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3.3 HOW PEOPLE MOVE  
Based on the �À�:�u�1�
�C�ö�:���²���P�H�Ø�µ�2�����ß�Þ�ö�ö�Š�Ð�µ���²�Þ�H�µ���²�/�µ�§�Þ�Ï�Þ�§���!�ö�Š�Þ�ÿ�C���X���H�µ�Ð�2�Š�H�µ�®���!�P�ö�H�P�2�Š�ö�����:�:�µ�:�:�ÿ�µ���H, 

a document that highlights the impact of the loss of �À�:�Z�1�
�(�ö�: village area has had on 

Chawathil people , the impact has been extensive  in all aspects of life, including how and 

where people travel .  

�WChawathil community members rely on travel corridors today to travel to and 

from work, school, and activities related to sports, education, and community. 

Contemporary travel corridors, roads and highways, do not reflect the traditional 

ways of canoeing be tween seasonal camps and the winter villages, to different 

Coast Salish communities, or for trade purposes. Contemporary travel relies on cars 

or transit (when available) and road networks, and sometimes alternative 

transportation such as biking, walking, or other. Travel has also changed to 

something that is necessary to do on a daily basis, to get groceries, visit other 

community members, and for reasons listed above, and is no longer based on a 

rhythm of nature. �s�� 

�²���P�2�§�µ�(���À�:�Z�1�
�(�ö�:���²���P�H�Ø�µ�2�����ß�Þ�ö�ö�Š�Ð�µ���²�Þ�H�µ���²�/�µ�§�Þ�Ï�Þ�§���!�ö�Š�Þ�ÿ�(���X���H�µ�Ð�2�Š�H�µ�®���!�P�ö�H�P�2�Š�ö�����:�:�µ�:�:�ÿ�µ���H 

Having been displaced from �À�:�Z�1�
�(�ö�: there is no safe way to go back to the place Chawathil 

members come from. Additional  information collected from surveys, events, conversations, 

and available infrastructure and census data can help to understand where and why people 

are walking and cycling. This information can also help identify  ways to encourage people to 

travel by active transportation more.   

According to data from the 2021 Statistics Canada Census of  Population  for Chawathil lands , 

the main mode of commuting from home to a place of work is as follows:  

�x By car as a driver  or passenger : 78% 

�x By walking: 22%  

�x By public transit : 0% 

�x By bicycle: 0%  

According to the  Active Transportation Plan community  survey results, most respondents 

currently drive (either alone or with others) within Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2 as well to 

destinations outside of the community such as Hope and Agassiz. Most people never walk 

or bike. The few who do, do so about once a mo nth.  

Some respondents mentioned they feel somewhat unsafe walking and biking in the 

community due to the following reasons: loose dogs and wildlife; highway safety and speed 

concerns; insufficient lighting; and lack of infrastructure to support walking and biki ng.  
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Figure 3: How people travel within Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2 (Source: Community survey results  

 

3.4  WHY  ARE PEOPLE  NOT  WALKING AND CYCLING  
According to community survey results , the main challenges and barriers preventing people 

from walking and cycling  on Chawathil lands  are: 

1. Lack of trails or sidewalks  

2. Poor lighting  

3. Speed and noise of vehicles  

4. Feeling unsafe  

Through the community survey and events,  input was collect on  safety concerns along 

highway routes due to high motor vehicle speeds, lack of active transportation infrastructure 

(safe spaces for people to walk and bicycle), and insufficient lighting.  

3.5 THE PATH PEOPLE ARE TRAVELLING  
The existing active transportation network on both Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2 is limited. 

Both communities lack safe and accessible infrastructure to support walking, biking, and 

rolling. There are no sidewalks, no lighting , and the seating/rest areas are limited. Through 

this project , community members identified many opportunities to enhance the active 

transportation network in both Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2. This section describes the existing 

transportation network, and the routes people are using to get a round.  
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Chawathil 4  

Chawathil 4 is situated on the north bank of the Fraser River, approximately 9 km west of 

Hope  (Telte Yet Campground), 7 km from Schkam 2, and 21 km from Agassiz  (District of Kent) .  

Chawathil 4 (Figure 4) is intersected by Lougheed Highway (Highway 7) serving as an east to 

west connection through the reserve and to neighbouring communities, including Schkam 

2. The local road network consists of Chawathil Road and the 7 Day Adventist Youth Camp 

Road offering  connections from Lougheed Highway to the northern boundary of Chawathil 

4 and Camp Hope. Several smaller streets (Hummingbird Lane, Bernadette Lane, Lorenzetto 

Lane, and Jackson Avenue) offer connections from Chawathil Road to residential properties. 

There are also several informal paths in the community including the Enbridge pipeline  

right -of -way running parallel to Lougheed Highway a nd clearings that have occurred as part 

of creek restoration projects . The reserve boundary of Chawathil will be expanding  to include 

additional land north of the current boundary, creating an opportunity for additional trails 

and mountain biking routes.  There is one bus stop located at Chawathil 4, route  72 operated 

by BC Transit runs four times a day. Twice in the morning and twi ce in the afternoon/evening. 

Providing some, but a limited, alternative to driving.  

�!�Ø�Š�i�Š�H�Ø�Þ�ö���Ä���Ø�Š�:���Š���ÿ�P�ö�H�Þ�M�/�P�2�/���:�µ���¦�P�Þ�ö�®�Þ���Ð�4�Š�®�ÿ�Þ���Þ�:�H�2�Š�H�Þ�������¦�P�Þ�ö�®�Þ���Ð�)���®�Š�o�§�Š�2�µ�)���Ï�Þ�2�µ���Ø�Š�ö�ö�)���H�2�Š�Þ���Þ���Ð��

centre, Sacred Heart Church, playing field and park, storage building, and a trout hatchery. 

Most homes are accessed from Chawathil Road,  and the several smaller streets noted above . 

There are also several homes that front onto Lougheed Highway (Highway 7) . 

 

Figure 4: Existing network on Chawathil 4  
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Schkam 2  

Schkam 2 is  situated on the western bank of the Fraser River . It is bordered on all sides by 

the District of Hope . �²�§�Ø�ò�Š�ÿ�� �Þ�:�� �!�Ø�Š�i�Š�H�Ø�Þ�ö�Z�:�� �:�µ�§�����®�� �ö�Š�2�Ð�µ�:�H�� �2�µ�:�µ�2�h�µ�� �Š���®�� �Ø���ÿ�µ�� �H���� �H�Ø�µ��

remainder of Chawathil community members living on reserve land s.  

Schkam 2 (Figure 5) is intersected by the Trans -Canada Highway (Highway 1) serving as a 

north to south connection through the reserve and to neighbouring communities including 

Hope.  

The local road network 

consists of Ross Road, K 

Street, and Haig Station 

Road that provide 

connections to residential 

properties and PD Peters 

Memorial Park. Informal 

paths throughout 

forested areas and along 

the creek are used by 

Chawathil members to 

conn ect to the land and 

participate in cultural 

activities. However, there 

are no formalized active 

transportation routes. 

Community members 

also identified a lack of an 

emergency access road 

as a significant concern, 

noting that this route 

could function as an  

active transportation 

corridor during non -

emergency times.  

Schkam 2 has a cultural 

centre, play park, a ball 

field, and is expected to 

see significant growth in 

terms of housing and 

population.  

 

Figure 5: Existing network on Schkam 2  
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Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure Highways  

Highway  1 and Highway 7  are under the  jurisdiction of the  Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure  and bisect Chawathil lands. They are the only direct and formal transportation 
option s for people travelling between Chawathil 4  and  Schkam 2 . They are  also the only 
route s between both  Chawathil communities , to access �À�:�Z�1�
�(�ö�:, neighbouring 
municipalities,  and other First Nation  communities . People without access to a motor vehicle  
have very limited options f or  travel and are often walking or cycling along the highways.  
Having been displaced from �À�:�Z�1�
�(�ö�: there is no safe way to go back to the place Chawathil 
members come from.  

There are several homes in Chawathil 4 that front onto Highway 7 . This requires  community 
members to walk along the highway to access bus stops, Chawathil Road, and other 
community destinations. Similarly , at Schkam 2 , community members are require d  to cross 
Highway 1 to access destinations in the community  and the school bus stop .  

Aside from a paved shoulder, which varies in width and becomes extremely narrow to non -
existent in some locations, there is no active transportation infrastructure  along either  
highway . There are  no designated crossing locations or areas where people walking and 
cycling are separated from motor vehicles.  

Through out  Chawathil 4 , the posted speed limit along the highway is 90 km/hour . 
Through out  Schkam 2 , the posted speed limit is also 90 km/hour, however there is a sign 
noting that the posted speed is 50km/hour when children are on the highway between Ross 
Road and K Street. Community members noted that motor vehicle drivers using this stretch 
of road rarely slow down  even when children are on the highway . 

ICBC collision data 1 shows one reported collision involving a pedestrian along Highway 1 
within Schkam 2. Community members have reported fatalities along with near misses 
along both Highway 7 and Highway 1.   

To avoid walking or biking along the Highway people walk along the CP rail tracks, which is 
also a safety risk . 

  

 

1 https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/icbc/viz/BC -CrashesinvolvingPedestrians -
/PedestriansDashboard   

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/icbc/viz/BC-CrashesinvolvingPedestrians-/PedestriansDashboard
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/icbc/viz/BC-CrashesinvolvingPedestrians-/PedestriansDashboard
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3.6 ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION FACILITY TYPES  
There are several different active transportation facilities that can be included in Chawathil.  

Hiking Trails  

Hiking t rails are maintained  gravel paths 

designed for walking through natural 

landscapes. They are narrow, have a hard -

packed surface and generally 

accommodate one -way traffic.  

Unpaved Community Trails  

Unpaved community trails are off -street 

pathways that are typically shared by 

people walking and biking. Unpaved 

community trails have a hard -packed 

surface and should generally be wide 

enough to accommodate two -way traffic.  

Paved Community Trails  

Paved community trails are off -street 

pathways designed for  all forms of active 

transportation including walking, biking, 

skateboarding, and rollerblading . Paved 

community tails offer a smoother surface , 

are shared by multiple travel modes,  and 

accommodate two -way traffic.  

Sidewalks  

Sidewalks are intended for pedestrian use. 

They are usually located beside a roadway. Sidewalks are typically concrete but can also be 

asphalt.  

Crosswalk s 

Crosswalks are a portion of a roadway at an intersection or elsewhere that indicate a 

pedestrian crossing by signs , lines , or other markings on the pavement surface . The markings 

can include art and  designs to showcase  cultural expression . 

  

Hiking Trails  

Unpaved Community Trails  

Paved Community Trails  
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Traffic Calming  

Traffic calming c onsists of infrastructure that can help to reduce motor vehicle speeds closer 

to the speed cyclists and other active transportation users are moving at and/or reduce 

motor vehicle volumes . This creates an environment of safer  neighbourhood streets and 

more pleasant active transportation routes. Traffic calming measures can include:

�x Speed humps  

�x Speed tables  

�x Raised crosswalks  

�x Curb extensions 

 

Grade Separated Crossings  

Grade separated crossings may be provided to allow for the uninterrupted flow of active 

transportation users and motorists or trains. Within the context of active transportation, 

grade separated crossings often take the form of an overpass or underpass of a major 

roadway/highway or a rail crossing. The structure separates users from motor vehicles to 

provide a safer crossing as  people using a grade separated crossing do not interface with 

vehicles that can create a safety issue.  

 

 

  

Grade Separated Crossing (Image source: Google Street View)  
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4.0 COMMUNITY STRATEGIES & ACTIONS 
This section outlines the strategies a nd actions of the Active Transportation Plan.  

CREATE CONNECTIONS AND IMPROVE SAFETY  
Creating connections and improving safety for community members is a top priority for 

Chawathil. To meet this goal, actions that focus on implementing safe, accessible , and 

comfortable opportunities to walk, bike, and roll within and around Chawathil lands  have 

been identified . 

COMMUNITY INPUT 
�x There is a l ack of infrastructure to support walking and biking on Chawathil lands . 

�x There are no  safe active transportation connections from Chawathil lands to 

neighbouring communities . 

�x There are concerns about  traffic speeds and noise  within Chawathil lands and along 

Highway  1 and Highway  7. 

�x There are no safe pedestrian crossings  along the highways  on  Chawathil lands . 

ACTIONS 
Action 1.1: Provide more active transportation connections within Chawathil lands 

�x Implement the active transportation network  as identified in Figure 6 and  Figure 7. This 

entails  building sidewalks, hiking trails  and community trails (both paved and unpaved) 

to create a comfortable environment for taking trips on foot or by wheel on Chawathil 

lands. Section 6.0 of the report identifies a phasing plan for implementation of the active 

transportation network. Some short -term next steps and high priority actions include:  

o Engag e with all community members, including Certificate of Possession (CP) 

landholders  in Chawathil  4, prior to building trails to confirm community support  

and enter into a landholder agreement  when the proposed trail is located on CP 

land .  

o Continu e conversations with Enbridge to implement a trail along the existing 

right -of -way in Chawathil 4.  

o Implement a trail around the ball field at Schkam 2.  

�x Explore the feasibility of providing more trail connections to the Fraser River  at Chawathil 

4 and Schkam 2 . This will likely require conversations with Canada Pacific Railway and 

the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure.  
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�x Seek opportunities to implement active transportation infrastructure (e.g., sidewalks, 

trails) and facilities (e.g., bike racks) in combination with other projects, plans, or 

developments  on Chawathil lands. Any time a new project is planned or implemented, 

review the Active Transportation Plan, and consider opportunities to implement 

infrastructure to make walking and cycling safer in the community. This can include 

projects related to ho using, community policy, land use, environmental restoration, 

impleme nting an emergency access road, and many more.  

�x Explor e opportunities to create mountain biking trails  on the hillsides within the 

community. This would create a recreational amenity and  a potential  tourist attraction. 

Chawathil  can refer to the Recreation Sites and Trails BC Recreation Manual, which 

���P�H�ö�Þ���µ�:���H�Ø�µ���w�Þ���Þ�:�H�2�o�����Ï���I���2�µ�:�H�:�Z���2���ö�µ���Þ�����:�P�/�/���2�H�Þ���Ð���/�P�¦�ö�Þ�§���2�µ�§�2�µ�Š�H�Þ���������/�/���2�H�P���Þ�H�Þ�µ�:�.���À�Ø�µ�2�µ��

is excitement in the community to establish these trails, and some members are keen to 

volunteer if these trails are built.  

�x Avoid negatively impacting environmentally sensitive areas and areas of cultural 

significance while implementing the active transportation network.  
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Figure 6: Proposed Active Transportation Network �d Chawathil 4
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Action 1.2: Provide more active transportation connections between Chawathil lands and 
other communities through collaboration with other agencies 

�x Continue to b uild social and economic partnerships with neighbouring  communities 

(District of Hope, FVRD, Yale First Nation, Skawahlook First Nation, and Seabird First 

Nation ) to support active transportation connections across jurisdictions . 

�x Continue to raise awareness through storytelling, presentations, media, etc. of the safety 

issues for Chawathil members, and others, walking and cycling in the area to highlight 

the need for funding, resources, and action to improve conditions.  

�x Continue to a dvocate  to and work with  agency partners to provide safe and comfortable 

separated active transportation facilities along,  or  parallel to , Highway 7 and  Highway 1 

(Figure 8). Agency partners include:  

o Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (Highway)  

o Canada Pacific Kansas City Limited (Railway)  

o Fraser Valley Regional District  

o Destination BC  

o District of Hope  

o District of Kent  

o First Nation communities  

�ƒ Yale First Nation, Skawahlook First Nation,  and Seabird First Nation . 

�x Chawathil will work with the groups noted above to implement the following projects :  

o A safe and physically separated  active transportation route along Highway 1 , 

including the Fraser River Bridge , to connect Schkam 2 to Telte -Yet Camp Site  

and  Hope . 

o A safe grade separated active transportation crossing at  Highway 1 and Ross Road 

in Schkam 2.  

o Safe and comfortable active transportation facilities on Highway 7.  

�ƒ Implement the Experience the Fraser (e.g., Canyon to Coast Trail , Figure 9) 

concept . The planned alignment for the concept is along Highway 7 

and/or the railway alignment.  

�ƒ Ensure community members can safely access community destinations, 

transit, and school bus stops from their homes that front Highway 7.  

�ƒ Provide safe highway and rail crossings for people walking and cycling at 

Chawathil 4  and Schkam 2  to access  the river.  

o In the short -term, prior to the implementation of a separated active 

transportation facility along the highway , Chawathil will work with the Ministry of 

Transportation and Infrastructure to provide short term solutions to improve 

safety. This can include reducing motor vehicle speeds  (see also Action 1.3) , raising 

awareness through signage and pavement markings that people are walking and 

biking along the roadway and for motor vehicle drivers to use caution, and spot 

improvements to improve access to transi t and bus stops.  
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Figure 8: Desired Active Transportation Route and Improvements between Chawathil Communities  

 

file://usl.urban -systems.com/projects/Projects_VAN/1013/0116/01/P -

Presentations/Council%20Presentations/RM%20Eng%20June%2024%20 -%20TMS%20Presentation%20FINAL.pptx  

file://usl.urban -systems.com/projects/Projects_VAN/1013/0116/01/P -
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Presentations/Council%20Presentations/RM%20Eng%20June%2024%20 -%20TMS%20Presentation%20FINAL.pptx

 

Figure 9: Concept Plan for the Coast to Canyon  Trail (Source: Fraser Valley Regional District, 2024)  
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Figure 10: Rending of Future Trail Alignment Along Highway 7 (Coast to Canyon Trail)  
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Action 1.3: Reduce motor vehicle speeds to improve comfort and safety 

�x Implement more traffic calming measures to reduce motor vehicle traffic speeds on local 

roads and improve pedestrian visibility at intersections on Chawathil lands . Traffic 

calming measures are strategies and physical interventions aimed at reducing vehicle 

speeds. These measures are designed to discourage excessive speeding and enhance 

safety for pedestrians and cyclists. Common traffic calming measures include spee d 

humps, pavement markings, and speed limit signs.  

�x Work with the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure to explore options to monitor 

and reduce motor vehicle speeds along Highway 7 and Highway 1. 

Action 1.4: Follow best practices in active transportation infrastructure design 

�x Ensure �!�Ø�Š�i�Š�H�Ø�Þ�ö�Z�:��Subdivision, Development and Servicing Law  incorporates best 

practices in active transportation facility design.  

�x Follow best practices for active transportation facility design as outlined in the BC Active 

Transportation Design Guide, Transportation Association of Canada (TAC) Geometric 

Design Guide for Canadian Roads, etc. when implementing any transportation 

infras tructure projects.  

�x Ensure all active transportation infrastructure is designed to be accessible for users of all 

ages and abilities  and accommodates various mobility aids .  

Action 1.5: Address gaps in the transit network and encourage more transit trips 

�x Work with BC Transit  and the School District to review and improve transit and school 

bus service to /from  and between Chawathil lands.  This includes providing a new transit 

stop at Schkam 2 and increasing the frequency of transit and school bus service to/from 

Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2.  

�x Work with BC Transit to p rovide a bus shelter and bench at the transit stop located near 

the community entrance at Chawathil 4 . 

�x Ensure that community members can safely access transit and the school bus. This can 

be done by p rovid ing  a concrete barrier to separate people walking to the transit and 

school bus stop s at both Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2  from motor vehicles  along Highway  

7 and Highway 1 .  
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ENHANCE EXPER IENCES 
There are many opportunities to enhance the overall experience of moving around the 

community . Actions to support this goal focus on improving conditions for people walking, 

biking , or rolling .  

Actions under this strategy  also ad dress the need for ongoing maint enance of  active 

transportation infrastructure once built and  seeking opportunities for partnerships to ensure 

continuous improvements . 

COMMUNITY INPUT 
�x There are no benches or places to rest . 

�x Lighting on Chawathil lands is limited.  

�x Community members feel unsafe due to wildlife sightings and unleashed dogs . 

�x Infrastructure m aintenance and improvements are needed  to enhance  the 

experience of walking , biking , and rolling  on Chawathil lands . 

ACTIONS 
Action 2.1: Provide amenities to support active transportation 

�x Install benches , covered seating , picnic tables, and firepits  within the community along  

trails and at key community destinations  to create places to rest  and gather  along active 

transportation routes  (see also Action 3.3) .  

�x Provide bicycle parking at all community buildings . 

�x �Ç�/�®�Š�H�µ���!�Ø�Š�i�Š�H�Ø�Þ�ö�Z�:��Subdivision, Development and Servicing Law  to require multi -family 

developments to provide short - and long -term bicycle parking that accommodates 

standard bi cycles , e-bikes , and non -standard bicycles such as cargo or reclining bicycles.  

�x Build a stronger relationship with Conservation Officers to address wildlife hazards.  
�x Consider p rovid ing  washroom facilities along trails and at key community destinations.  

Action 2.2: Provide lighting along sidewalks and trails where appropriate 

�x Install lighting around the local road network and at key intersections.  

�x Install lighting (if appropriate) along trails throughout the community.  

�x Install lighting around community buildings and near rest areas and other amenities.  

�x Consider installing security cameras and emergency phones along trails and routes 

within the community to help address safety concerns and deliverable reliable 

emergency assistance when needed.  

o Emergency phones are intended to improve individual safety and comfort 

knowing that someone can be contacted if an emergency comes up.  

�x Work with the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure  to provide additional lighting 

along H ighway  7, including at the transit stop.   
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INSERT IMAGES OF AMENITIES , INCLUDING BICYCLE PARKING,  AND LIGHTING  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Examples of bicycle parking in Tofino  

Example of covered picnic area on Salt Spring Island  
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Action 2.3: Promote and encourage active transportation  

�x Promote active transportation through various forms of programming and initiatives 

such as competitions, challenges, canoe races, walk to school/daycare/work, etc. and offer 

prizes . 

�x Celebrate the installation of active transportation facilities and cultural expression 

projects with grand openings and events throughout the year . 

�x Share materials and resources with Chawathil members on the health benefits of 

walking and cycling to encourage more trips . 

�x Monitor and count how many people are walking, biking, and rolling through a 

household survey or a count program . 

�x Explore developing an initiative that offers rebates to Chawathil  members who purchase 

active transportation equipment, including a standard bike or e -bike (electric bike), 

scooters, snowshoes, etc.  

Action 2.4: Provide wildlife and animal interaction training and education to raise awareness 
of wildlife in the area 

�x Host community meetings to discuss strategies to address personal safety concerns 

including  fear of wildlife and unleashed dogs.  

�x Provide wildlife interaction training and education to raise awareness of wildlife in the 

area. This could also  includ e providing  signage at trailheads.  

�x Explore purchasing and renting equipment and gear (e.g. Bear spray and whistles) that 

Chawathil me mbers can use during walks or hikes to offer additional protection.  

Action 2.5: Ensure ongoing maintenance of active transportation routes 

�x Design active transportation infrastructure to facilitate drainage  and  snow removal  and 

work to maintain facilities so they can be used year -round . 

�x Conduct an annual review of all walking and cycling routes to monitor use, safety, and 

accessibility.  

�x Identify an annual budget for planning and maintenance of active transportation 

facilities  and identify and pursue grant opportunities.  

�x Hire Chawathil members to maintain the active transportation network. This includes 

timely snow, ice, and debris removal on community roads, sidewalks, and trails, as well as 

repairing erosion, maintaining signage, and ensuring trail safety. This will help  with trail 

preservation and provide valuable job opportunities and skill development for Chawathil 

members.  

�x Seek partnerships with the FVRD to support with trail maintenance and upkeep.  

�x Advocate to the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure to ensure debris and 

overgrown vegetation are cleare d, missing reflector s are replaced , and highway 

infrastructure is regularly maintained.  
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CELEBRATE CHAWATHIL  
�ª�µ�§���Ð���Þ�H�Þ�����)���/�2�µ�:�µ�2�h�Š�H�Þ�����)���Š���®���§�µ�ö�µ�¦�2�Š�H�Þ���������Ï���!�Ø�Š�i�Š�H�Ø�Þ�ö�Z�:���§�������µ�§�H�Þ�������H�����H�Ø�µ���ö�Š���®���Š���®���/�µ���/�ö�µ��

are integral to all aspects of community planning. Actions to support this strategy focus on  

�:�Ø�Š�2�Þ���Ð�� �!�Ø�Š�i�Š�H�Ø�Þ�ö�Z�:�� �§�P�ö�H�P�2�µ�)�� �Ø�Þ�:�H���2�o�)�� �Š���®�� �H�2�Š�®�Þ�H�Þ�����:�� �H�Ø�2���P�Ð�Ø�� �Š�§�H�Þ�h�µ�� �H�2�Š���:�/���2�H�Š�H�Þ������

infrastructure.  

COMMUNITY INPUT 
�x There are opportunities for more c ultural expression on Chawathil lands . 

�x There is d esire for recognition of  culturally significant and historic sites with signage 

and information about Chawathil . 

�x There is d esire for a  welcome/gateway  feature  to signify entry onto Chawathil lands . 

ACTIONS 
Action 3.1: Create programs to support Chawathil cultural expression 

�x Develop a program to incorporate Chawathil cultural expression throughout Chawathil 

lands and as part of all active transportation projects . 

�x Develop a public art program that includes guidelines for partnering with local artists 

and provides opportunities for Chawathil artists to profile their work . 

�x Work with local artists to create and install art and cultural expression throughout 

Chawathil lands.  

Action 3.2: Share Chawathil history and culture through active transportation 

�x Add  directional and informational signage/ landmarks on new and existing paths and 

roads throughout Chawathil  lands.  Signage can also provide information on culture, 

history, traditions, local species, important locations, and language. Suggested locations 

include at the road entrance to each community, along creeks, and new trails.  

�x Work with Elders  and community members to provide content and guidance on the  

types of signs, the information that should be included, where the signs should be 

located, and the materials used to manufacture the signs.  
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Examples of cultural expression  in other communities : 

 

 

  

Photo source: 

https://www.stologiftshop.com/  
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Action 3.3: Increase Chawathil cultural presence throughout the community 

�x Install a welcome/gateway feature (e.g., house pole ) created by local artist(s) at entry 

points  (roads, rail, and river)  to Chawathil lands . 

�x Create more community gathering spaces to foster social and cultural connection  (e.g., 

campfire/picnic sites, sweat lodges, etc.).  

�x Implement decorative crosswalks at key intersections on Chawathil lands.  

�x Implement community designed benches and incorporate Chawathil art and culture at 

bus stops and shelters.  

Action 3.4: Update community street names and addresses 

�x Update street names and 911 address ing  on Chawathil lands to better reflect Chawathil 

culture and to reduce potential confusion for  emergency responders, non -residents, and 

delivery vehicles. Street names should have local significance, be easy to spell and 

pronounce, use respectful language, and have no negative connotations.  

Action 3.5: Provide more community facilities within walking and cycling distance 

�x Identify  opportunities to create an environment that encourages walking and biking 

through the addition of community destinations and services  on Chawathil land . This 

includes exploring  the feasibility of  build ing  a community fitness facility  or a local 

convenience /grocery  store to improve access to daily ne eds. 
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5.0 IMPLEMENTATION AND FUNDING 
The strategies and actions developed as part of the Active Transportation Plan are intended 

�H���� �Ð�P�Þ�®�µ�� �!�Ø�Š�i�Š�H�Ø�Þ�ö�Z�:�� �/���ö�Þ�§�o�)�� �/�ö�Š�����Þ���Ð�)�� �§�Š�/�Þ�H�Š�ö�� �Þ���h�µ�:�H�ÿ�µ���H�� �®�µ�§�Þ�:�Þ�����:�)�� �Š���®�� �/�2���h�Þ�®�µ�� ����-going 

operations and maintenance in support of active transportation over the ne xt 10 years and 

beyond.  

While the Plan has been developed as a long -term plan, it will require financial investment, 

staff resources, additional community input and an implementation strategy to prioritize 

improvements as immediate (0 -2 years), short -term (3 -5 years), medium -term (5 -10 years), 

and long -term (10+ years).  

5.1 IMPLEMENTATION PRINCIPLES  
The implementation plan was developed based on the following guiding principles:  

�x Community and agency partner engagement will be conducted prior to implementing 

many of the recommendations  of the Active Transportation Plan .  

Many of the actions and infrastructure projects identified in the Plan will require more 

detailed input and technical work. Continue d engagement  with Chawathil  m embers , 

including Certificate of Possession ( CP) land holders,  Chief and Council, and 

community partners will be required to move forward with implementing the Plan .  

�x The Active Transportation Plan is a flexible and living  document.  

While Chawathil  is working towards implementing the proposed active 

transportation network and the strategies and actions outlined in the Plan , there is 

some level of flexibility regarding the specific locations that are identified. The Plan 

presents recommendations and suggestions based on the engagement process and 

technical analysis; however, Chawathil  will need to review the feasibility and develop 

designs for the proposed infrastructure projects. The implementation of the Plan  will 

also require ongoing  community engagement as new projects are considered.  

�x The phasing of active transportation infrastructure projects is based on ease of 

implementation and the availability of funding opportunities.  

Chawathil will look for opportunities to implement the recommendations of the 

ATNP as part of other infrastructure projects, such as sewer and water line upgrades, 

or road repaving projects.  

There are opportunities to implement projects and actions identified through a 

variety of funding sources. Funding is available through the federal and provincial 

governments and other agencies. In addition to currently known programs, 

Chawathil  will actively be attuned to new funding sources for which transportation 

projects would qualify.  
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5.2 STRATEGIES AND ACTIONS   
This section summarizes the strategies and actions that have been identified as the  high est  

priority for Chawathil First Nation bas ed on feedback from community members, ease of 

implementation, and available funding opportunities .  

The actions are grouped according to the next  steps for Chawathil to undertake and next 

steps for the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure to lead  to advance the 

implementation of the Active Transportation Plan.  

CHAWATHIL LED ACTIONS  
�x Action 1.1: Provide more active transportation connections within Chawathil lands  

o Continue to e ngage with community members to confirm support for 

projects/trails . 

o Pursue a landholder agreement with CP landholders for projects/trails located 

on CP land . 

o Implement the following priority projects  as seen in Figure 11 and  Figure 12: 

�ƒ Chawathil 4:  

�x Enbridge Right -of -Way Trail. Chawathil will w ork with Enbridge 

to secure funding to design the hardpacked gravel trail. 

Chawathil will s eek funding from Enbridge and through the 

B.C. Active Transportation Infrastructure Funding grant to 

implement the trail.  

�x Creek Restoration Trail Projects. There are several locations 

within Chawathil 4 where creek restoration work has been 

completed which has created a pathway clearing. Chawathil 

will formalize these pathway connections with improved 

surface treatments and signage.  

 

 

Rending of the Enbridge Trail Right of Way Project  
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Figure 11: Proposed Active Transportation Network by Priority - Chawathil 4  
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�ƒ Schkam  2: 

�x Ball Field Loop. Chawathil has received funding to implement 

a gravel pathway around the ball field. This pathway will provide 

a safe space for people to walk within the community and 

improve acces.  

�x Ross Road Community Trail. Chawathil has already applied for 

Infrastructure Canada funding to implement a multi -use 

pathway adjacent to Ross Road through the community. If 

received, this project will be implemented in 2026. If funding is 

not secured, Chawathil will explore additional grant fu nding 

sources.  

 

�x Action 1.2: Provide more active transportation connections between Chawathil lands 
and other communities through collaboration with other agencies  

o Continue to meet with and advocate for improved active transportation 

infrastructure on Highway 7 and Highway 1  (see also Ministry of Transportation 

and Infrastructure related actions below) .  

�ƒ A safe and physically separated  active transportation route along 

Highway 1, including the Fraser River Bridge, to connect Schkam 2 to 

Telte -Yet Camp Site  and  Hope . 

�ƒ A safe grade separated active transportation crossing at  Highway 1 and 

Ross Road in Schkam 2.  

�ƒ Safe and comfortable active transportation facilities on Highway 7.  

o Work with a PR company and attend conferences to c ontinue to raise 

awareness through storytelling, presentations of the safety issues for 

Chawathil members, and others, walking and cycling in the area to highlight 

the need for funding, resources, and action to improve conditions.  

 

�x Action 1.4: Follow best practices in active transportation infrastructure design  
o �0���:�P�2�µ���!�Ø�Š�i�Š�H�Ø�Þ�ö�Z�:���²�P�¦�®�Þ�h�Þ�:�Þ�����)���(�µ�h�µ�ö���/�ÿ�µ���H���Š���®���²�µ�2�h�Þ�§�Þ���Ð��Law  incorporates 

best practices in active transportation facility design.  

 

�x Action 1.5: Address gaps in the transit network and encourage more transit trips  
o Work with BC Transit to increase transit service to Chawathil lands . 

o Work with the School District to increase school bus service to Chawathil 

lands . 

o Provide a bus shelter and bench at the transit stop located near the 

community entrance at Chawathil 4 . 

�x Action 2.2: Provide lighting along sidewalks and trails where appropriate  
o Secure funding to i nstall lighting as part of new active transportation 

infrastructure projects.  

o Seek funding to i nstall lighting around community buildings . 
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Figure 12: Proposed Active Transportation Network by Priority �d Schkam 2   
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�x Action 2.3: Promote and encourage active transportation  
o Organize community -wide initiatives such as competitions, challenges, canoe 

races, and/or a walk to school/daycare/work  program . 

o Offer prizes to encourage participation . 

�x Action 3.1: Create programs to support Chawathil cultural expression  
o Through community engagement, d evelop a program for incorporat ing  

Chawathil cultural expression throughout Chawathil lands .  

�x Action 3.3: Increase Chawathil cultural presence throughout the community  
o Work with local artist(s) to design welcome/gateway features (e.g., house 

poles)  

o Install welcome/gateway feature s at  community  entry points (roads, rail, and 

river)  

�x Action 3.4: Update community street names and addresses  
o Update street names and 911 addressing  on Chawathil lands to better reflect 

Chawathil culture and to reduce potential confusion for emergency 
responders, non -residents, and delivery vehicles.  The implementation of this 
action is already underway.  

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE RELATED ACTIONS 
�x Provide more active transportation connections between Chawathil lands and 

other communities through collaboration with other agencies  
o Highway 1  

�ƒ Provide a  safe and physically separated active transportation route 
along Highway 1, including the Fraser River Bridge, to connect 
Schkam 2 to Telte -Yet Camp Site and Hope.  

�ƒ A safe grade separated active transportation crossing at Highway 1 
and Ross Road in Schkam 2.  

o Highway 7 �I Coast to Canyon Implementation  

�ƒ Safe and comfortable active transportation facilities on Highway 7 to 

travel between communities and access school bus and transit stops.  

o Provide short -term solutions to improve safety on both corridors.  
�ƒ Signage to r educ e motor vehicle speeds .  
�ƒ Signage and pavement markings to increase awareness of people 

walking and biking along the highway.  
�ƒ Spot improvements to improve access to transit and bus stops . 

�x Reduce motor vehicle speeds to improve comfort and safety  
o Explore options to monitor and reduce motor vehicle speeds along Highway 

7 and Highway 1 . 
�x Provide lighting along sidewalks and trails where appropriate  

o Provide additional lighting along Highway 7, including at the transit stop.  
�x Ensure ongoing maintenance of active transportation routes  

o Ensure debris and overgrown vegetation are cleared . 
o Ensure missing reflectors are replaced . 
o Ensure  highway infrastructure is regularly maintained . 
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5.3 INFRASTRUCTURE  UNIT COSTS  
Table 1 shows unit costs assumptions, representing typical unit costs and recent 
construction pricing in other similar sized communities in British Columbia.  

These costs are to be used to identify the relative cost of  projects for planning purposes and 
should be refined for detailed budgeting. Projects such as intersection upgrades and grade 
separated crossings require a more detailed review to determine the cost for construction.  

Table 1: Active Transportation Facility Unit Costs  

Facility Type  Capital Unit Costs  
Active Transportation Facilities  Cost per Metre  

Concrete Sidewalk without Curb (2 metre sidewalk)   $    300  

Hiking Trails   $    200  

Unpaved Community Trails   $    350  

Paved Community Trails   $    1,010  

Other   

Street Traffic Calming   $    50 

Multi -use Pathway   

Street lighting   $   10,000  

Pedestrian scale lighting   $   15,000  

 

5.4  FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES  
This section describes some potential funding strategies and sources that Chawathil  may 

consider to help leverage its investments and maximize its ability to implement active 

transportation projects. Note: as funding opportunities change regularly, the information in 

this section is subject to change.  

TRANSPORTATION SPECIFIC FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
British Columbia Active Transportation Infrastructure Grant (previously known as BikeBC) is 

administered by the Provincial Government  which promotes new, safe, and high -quality 

active transportation infrastructure through cost -sharing with local governments. Funded 

projects promote active transportation to work, school, or errands. Funded projects can also 

generate tourism -related traff ic based on their proximity to amenities and points of interest 

for tourists and through linkages to other communities. To ensure maximum success at 

obtaining grant funding.  

The Province provides cost -share funding of up to $500,000 per project. Funding is offered 

�¦�Š�:�µ�®�� ������ �H�Ø�µ�� �Š�/�/�ö�Þ�§�Š���H�Z�:�� �§���ÿ�ÿ�P���Þ�H�o�� �/�2���Ï�Þ�ö�µ�.�� �X���®�Þ�Ð�µ�����P�:�� �Ð���h�µ�2���ÿ�µ���H�:�� ���2�� �/�Š�2�H���µ�2�:�Ø�Þ�/�:��

between local government(s) and an Indigenous government may apply for up to 80% o f the 

total project cost. Municipal or regional governments may apply for up to 70% of total eligible 

�/�2���ï�µ�§�H���§���:�H�:���®�µ�/�µ���®�Þ���Ð���������H�Ø�µ���§���ÿ�ÿ�P���Þ�H�o�Z�:���/���/�P�ö�Š�H�Þ�������:�Þ�y�µ�.�� 
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The rolling intake for Indigenous applicants or partnership applications between Indigenous 

and local governments is currently open.  

ICBC provides funding for road improvements, including pedestrian and bicycle 

infrastructure, particularly where these have the potential to reduce crashes, improve safety, 

�Š���®�� �2�µ�®�P�§�µ�� �§�ö�Š�Þ�ÿ�:�� �§���:�H�:�� �H���� �X�!� �!�.�� �I�P���®�Þ���Ð�� �Þ�:�� �Š�h�Š�Þ�ö�Š�¦�ö�µ�� �H�Ø�2���P�Ð�Ø�� �X�!� �!�Z�:�� �ª���Š�®�� �X�ÿ�/�2���h�µ�ÿ�µ���H��

Program. Other ICBC programs include the Speed Watch Program (through the 

Community Policing Centres), Speed and Intersection Safety Program, Counter Attack, 

Operation Red Nose, and Road Sense Speaker Program for Schools. Funding is available 

annually, with  the application deadline typically in February. More information can be found 

online at: www.icbc.com/about -icbc/community -relations/Pages/community -grants.aspx . 

Infrastructure Canada  manages several programs that provide funding for environmental 

and local transportation infrastructure projects in municipalities across Canada. In 2021, 

Infrastructure Canada announced a first -of -its -kind national active transportation grant 

program aim ed at improving active transportation access across the country by supporting 

planning and capital projects. The program provides 100% funding for plans to a maximum 

of $50,000 and more for capital works, provided they are identified a nd supported through 

existing policy. Capital projects for Municipal applicants can be funded at a level of 60%. 

Projects involving Provincial assets are funded to 40%. Projects involving Indigenous 

communities are funded at a level of 100%.  

The Active Transportation Fund has allocated a minimum of 10% of the total funding for 

Indigenous recipients. Eligible Indigenous recipients include Indigenous governing bodies; 

federally or provincially incorporated not -for -profit organizations whose mand ate is to 

improve Indigenous outcomes; organizations serving Indigenous communities living in 

urban centers and First Nations living off reserve; and Indigenous development corporations.  

Intake for this funding stream is currently closed. More information can be found online at: 

https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/trans/index -eng.html   

OTHER FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES  
�X���®�Þ�Ð�µ�����P�:���§�µ���/�ö�µ�u�:���ª�µ�:�Þ�ö�Þ�µ���§�µ���I�P���®. This program provides support ranging from $5,000 to 

$30,000 for projects that are serving Indigenous populations. The program was initially 

established in 2020 to help communities address the impacts of COVID -19. As of 2024, the 

program intends to enhance  the resilience of communities and organizations responding to 

the long -standing needs that were urgent before COVID -19.  

IPRF's next intake for applications opens July 5, 2024. Applications for Intake 33 close on July 

28, 2024. To apply visit the program website.           

  

Job Creation Partnerships . WorkBC . Job Creation Partnerships support funding to 

organizations and provide community benefits while creating jobs to assist unemployed EI -

eligible clients with opportunities to gain meaningful work experience. Projects benefit the 

http://www.icbc.com/about-icbc/community-relations/Pages/community-grants.aspx
http://www.icbc.com/about-icbc/community-relations/Pages/community-grants.aspx
https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/trans/index-eng.html
https://communityfoundations.ca/initiatives/indigenous-peoples-resilience-fund/#:~:text=The%20Indigenous%20Peoples%20Resilience%20Fund%20%28IPRF%29%20is%20an,ability%20to%20deliver%20services%20that%20communities%20depend%20on.
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job seeker, community, and the local economy. However, the primary focus must be on 

helping the job seeker. Projects may last up to one year, and organizations may be 

reimbursed for project -specific overhead costs incurred (e.g., materials and supplies, re ntal 

of equipment, and other eligible expenses negotiated with program officials).  

The funding available for the program has been significantly reduced and rolling intake for 

projects remains halted.  

Canada Cultural Spaces Fund . Government of Canada . The Canada Cultural Spaces Fund 

(CCSF) supports the improvement of physical conditions for arts, heritage, culture, and 

creative innovation. The Fund supports renovation and construction projects, the acquisition 

of specialized equipment and feasibility st udies related to cultural spaces. In Budget 2017 the 

Government of Canada announced an additional $300 million over ten years, starting in 

2018-2019, to further support creative hubs and other cultural spa ces. The CCSF will continue 

to invest in traditional arts and heritage facilities, such as museums, theatres, and performing 

arts centres. The CCSF annual grants and contributions budget is $54 million for the period 

2018-2028.  

The Canada Cultural Spaces Fund (CCSF) is in high demand and available program funding 

is very limited for the current and next fiscal years. Requests for funding have exceeded the 

available resources.  

First Nation Adapt Program �d Government of Canada . The First Nation Adapt Program 

supports community projects that build the capacity of First Nations south of the 60th 

parallel to address climate change impacts. We know that climate change is already 

affecting and will continue to affect communities acros s Canada, with significant 

implications for infrastructure, disaster mitigation, and community well -being. First Nations 

are particularly at risk due to their location, aging infrastructure, and close ties  to the land. 

Flooding has been identified as a key priority by First Nations and the program. The central 

goal of the program is to improve resiliency to climate change by improving knowledge of 

the issues facing First Nations, in order to better plan for  the future. The average yearly cost 

of funded projects is between $80,000 and $160,000, with costs varying based on the scope 

and nature of projects.  

Applications will be reviewed on an ongoing basis until all available funding is allocated.  

To apply visit the program website .  

First Nations Wellbeing Fund . The First Nations Well -Being Fund supports Indigenous 

communities in their efforts to promote well being, increase quality of life, and reduce 

poverty. The Fund supports projects related to community well being and poverty reduction. 

Areas of particular fo cus include food security, social and cultural support, employment, 

education and training, families, children and youth, mental health, and transportation.  

There are two funding streams. Stream 1 is for community projects. Maximum funding per 

project is $100,000. Stream 2 supports Indigenous Nations in undertaking planning and 

community engagement activities. The maximum funding for stream 2 is $50,000.  

https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1520877017867/1594751383101
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Applications close June 23, 2024. The First Nations Well Being Fund will continue to accept 

and review applications beyond this date if funding is available. To apply visit the program 

website: https://fnps.ca/community -projects/wellbeingfund/  

Rural Transit Solutions Fund �d Government of Canada . Launched in 2021, the Fund supports 

the development of locally driven transit solutions. Eligible rural or Indigenous communities 

can seek support through two program streams. The Planning and Design Project stream 

offers grants of up to $50,000 in support  of communities' projects to plan and design new or 

expanded transit solutions. Through the Capital Projects stream, communities can seek 

contributions of up to $3 million to help cover the capital costs  of a new or expanded transit 

solution and up to $5 million to support zero -emission transit solutions.  A minimum of 10% 

of the funding available under the Rural Transit Solutions Fund is allocated to Indigenous 

projects.  

The application period for the Capital Projects Stream is currently closed.  The application 

period for the Planning and Design Projects stream remains open.  To apply visit the program 

website : https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/rural -trans -rural/index -eng.html  

 

https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1520877017867/1594751383101
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1520877017867/1594751383101
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