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1.0 CHAWATHIL FIRST NATION  

1.1 CHAWATHIL PEOPLE & HISTORY  
Chawathil First Nation (Chawathil) is situated in the mountain setting of the upper Fraser 
Valley . Chawathil ṭɸ traditional territory included  what is now Hope , BC as well as much of the 
surrounding area Ḽ ȜȿǥȴʎǬȜȿȎ ʆȖǳ þɸṭɯó:ls southern village site . þɸṭɯó:ls was centrally located in 
the ancestral lands of the Chawathil people . It was occupied by  Chawathil people from pre -
contact to the late 19th Century . Chawathil First Nation was displaced  from these (and other 
ancestral) lands, and now hold just five small reservesḼ ȿɊȿǳ Ɋȍ ʧȖȜǥȖ ȜȿǥȴʎǬǳ ʆȖǳ þɸṭɯɋḻȴɸ 
village site in its entirety.  

Currently , Chawathil holds approximately 650 ha (1,600 acres) of land across five (5) reserves : 
Chawathil 4 ( 558.5 ha), Schkam 2 (83.3 ha), Greenwood Island 3 (4 ha), Telte Yet Campground 
Ɋɰ oɊɭǳ ᶡ ṓᶤ ȖǈṔḼ ǈȿǬ þʎȿȿǳȴ ᶦ ṓᶠṁᶩ ȖǈṔṁ >ȖǈʧǈʆȖȜȴ ɸȖǈɰǳɸ ǈȿ ǈǬǬȜʆȜɊȿǈȴ ɰǳɸǳɰʦǳḼ åǳǥȰʧṭʬǳḻʭȴǳɸ 
(Peckquaylis) located in Mission BC, with other First Nations.  

Chawathil is a community of approximately 665 re gistered member s. As of April  2024,  385 
registered members are  living on reserve lands , primarily at Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2.  
Another 280 members are  living elsewhere, off reserve.  

The land and 
natural resources 
of the traditional 
territory have 
sustained 
Chawathil  people 
and their way of 
life for centuries. 
As ðʆɋḻȴɢ Ɋɰ ṬɰȜʦǳɰṭ 
people, Chawathil 
members were 
dependent on the 
river and the land 
for their survival 
and livelihood. 
Traditionally, 
Chawathil people 
moved 
throughout their 
territory on foot or 
by canoe using 

Figure 1: Fort Hope, 1860.  Visible on the right hand side of the image is one of the 
ɸẈȜȴʆǳʬǉʧʆʬʧ ṮɭȴǈȿȰ Ɋɰ ẅȴɊȿȎẆ ȖɊʎɸǳɸṯ ǈʆ Ts'qó:ls.  Credit: BCARS A -03530.  
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available resources to fish, hunt and gather. Today, Chawathil people continue to engage in 
these activities  for traditional and economical purposes.  

1.2 CHAWATHIL GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE  

LAND USE GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK 
Chawathil First Nation is governed by Land Code Ṝ enacted on March 21, 2016. As a member 
Ɋȍ ʆȖǳ þȜʭṭʆ þɰȜǤǳḼ Chawathil s trive s to continue to maintain rights and title to lands and 
resources located within ðṭɋȴȖ þǴȽǴʬʧ, traditional Sto:lo Territory. Chawathil signed a 
Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management with the Government of Canada 
on March 25, 2013. The Land Code was enacted to serve as the fundamental land law for 
Chawathil First Nation reserve lands.   

The Land Code outlines First Nation legislation as it applies to Chawathil and provides rules 
and regulations for community consultation and involvement, protection of land, 
accountability, land administration, interests in land, and dispute resolution amo ng other 
matters.  

OTHER PLANS 
Lexw Siyo:Les (Working as One) Comprehensive Community Development Plan and 
Implementation Plan  

The Lexw Siyo:les (Working as One) Comprehensive Community Development Plan (CCDP) 
(2009 ) and Implementation Plan (2011) document  community values and priorities through 
a unified vision for the future.  This vision  is the foundation for guiding growth and 
development on Chawathil lands over the next 20 years. To achieve this vision,  the plans 
outline clear goals , actions,  and targets under the following themes : Governance; Lands and 
Environment ; Language and Culture ; Health ; Community Involvement ; Education ; and  
Economic Development . Both documents are intended to guide Chawathil administration 
in achieving desirable community outcomes with the resources available.  

By creating a network that supports safe and comfortable movement across Chawathil lands 
and beyond using sustainable modes of travel, t he Active Transportation Plan can help 
Chawathil achieve its vision  and community goals for environmental protection , better land 
use management, reconnection to culture and traditions, as well as improved community 
health outcomes.  

ðṭɋȴȖ þǴȽǴʬʧ (Our Land) Community Land Use Plan  

The ðṭɋȴȖ þǴȽǴʬʧ (Our Land) Community Land Use Plan (2010) serves as a long -term 
guiding framework for making decisions regarding land use and development on Chawathil 
lands. The Plan  provides a unified approach as well as goals and objectives for the distribution 
and management of land uses across >ȖǈʧǈʆȖȜȴṭɸ five (5) reserves .  
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The Land Use Plan builds upon and supports the community vision, goals,  and actions from  
the CCDP. Together, the se documents help ensure  Chawathil cultural values, identity, and 
connection to the land are sustained whil e pursuing opportunities for development.   

There is a strong relationship between the Community Land Use Plan and the Active 
Transportation Plan. The Community Land Use  Plan identified the following objectives for 
transportation on Chawathil land , all of which have been incorporated into the Active 
Transportation Plan : 

¶ MȽɭȖǈɸȜʷǳ ʧǈȴȰȜȿȎḼ ǥʭǥȴȜȿȎḼ ǈȿǬ ɊʆȖǳɰ ȍɊɰȽɸ Ɋȍ ȿɊȿṠǈʎʆɊȽɊǤȜȴǳ ʆɰǈʦǳȴ ʧȜʆȖȜȿ 
Chawathil communities .  

¶ Establish and foster the creation of a network of trails throughout Chawathil 
communities to encourage healthy active living among residents .  

¶ Provide an efficient local road system that is safe and accessible to multiple modes 
of transportation that serves the needs of community members .  

¶ Ensure the transportation system serves the diverse needs of Chawathil community 
members, from youth to elders, now and in the future .  

The Plan also identified the following transportation -oriented policies:  

¶ Chawathil supports the creation of roads with bike and pedestrian pathways .  
¶ Chawathil supports the creation of a network of pedestrian bike pathways 

throughout the community .  
¶ Chawathil will pursue the development of a new road on Chawathil 4 from 

Chawathil Road to Seven Day Road .  
¶ Chawathil will continue to pursue options for increasing safety at the intersection of 

Ross Road and the TransCanada Highway . 
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2.0 PURPOSE OF THE PLAN 
The Active Transportation  Plan will help Chawathil provide more places for people to safely 
walk , bicycle, and roll .  

While the primary focus is on Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2, the Active Transportation Plan also 
identifies connections between each community and beyond.   

2.1 GOALS  
The Active Transportation Plan aims to:  

¶ Encourage more people to make trips by walking, biking, and rolling instead of 
driving.  

¶ Improve safety and comfort for people who travel by active transportation . 
¶ Create conditions for a healthier community . 
¶ Enhance cultural expression . 
¶ Support the objectives and initiatives of other community plans . 
¶ Reduce transportation -related greenhouse gas emissions . 

Incorporating the aims noted above, the  Active Transportation P lan  document :  

¶ Sets a long -term community vision for walking, cycling, and rolling .  
¶ Identif ies strategies and actions to support active transportation .  
¶ Identif ies new infrastructure projects .  

By having an Active Transportation Plan in place, Chawathil has access to more funding to 
implement projects that will contribute to a safe, comfortable, and accessible network for all 
community members.  
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2.2 HOW THE PLAN  WAS DEVELOPED  

PROCESS 
The Active Transportation Plan was developed in three (3) phases  between December 2023 
and June  2024.  

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Community input was vital to the creation of the Active Transportation Plan. This section 
outlines the different meetings and events that were held to collect input for the Active 
Transportation Plan  (Figure 2). 

¶ Community Survey  Ṝ February to March 2024  

¶ Community Open House (2) Ṝ February 29, 2024 and April 18, 2024  

¶ Meeting with Dr. ·ǈʬǈʬǈȴȖʆɸṭȜ ǈȿǬ MȴǬǳɰ åǈʆɰȜǥȜǈ ¦ɊȖȿ Ṝ March 15, 2024  

¶ Chief and Council Meeting (2)  Ṝ April 16, 2024 and July 2, 2024  

¶ Lands Advisory Committee Meeting Ṝ May 2, 2024  

¶ Agency Meetings and Correspondence Ṝ Ongoing  

The following pages include  a summary of the key takeaways from the meetings and events.  
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Figure 2: Engagement Timeline  
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Agency Meetings  
Ongoing meetings with agencies including the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, 
Fraser Valley Regional District, District of Hope, Infrastructure Canada, Fortis BC, Enbridge, 
Canadian Pacific Railway, Tourism BC, and Destination BC are being he ld to help identify 
collaboration and funding opportunities for new active transportation infrastructure on and 
around Chawathil lands.   

Additionally, the team working on the Active Transportation Plan had meetings  and w alked 
around the community with the team completing the remediation work and Northwest  
Hydraulics . The focus of these meetings was to identify opportunities to coordinate the two 
projects, highlighting efficiencies, and avoiding  duplicate  efforts.  

Survey  
A survey was completed by 92 community members in March 2024. The survey was used to 
understand community needs, opportunities, and priorities related to trails, facilities, and 
infrastructure.  The following are some of the highlights.  
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Community Open House   
In -person open house events  were held on February 
29, 2024, and April 18, 2024. The events were drop -in 
sessions during wh ich  community members could 
engage on several different projects , including the 
Active Transportation Plan. Both events were well 
attended with over 85  people in attendance in 
February and over 100 people in attendance in April.  

Interactive boards and maps were used to collect 
community input on types of active transportation 
infrastructure  proposed , potential location s for new 
trails and routes, and cultural expression  through 
active transportation. There was strong  support for 
the projects that were identified. There was some 
concern about trails that were identified on 
Certificate of Possession (CP)  holder lands.  

Meeting with Dr. ·ǈʬǈʬǈȴȖʆɸṭȜ (Albert 
ṬṬðɊȿȿʭṭṭ McHalsie ) and Elder Patricia 
John  
On March 15, 2024,  a meeting was held  with Dr. 
·ǈʬǈʬǈȴȖʆɸṭȜ ṬðɊȿȿʭṭ µǥoǈȴɸȜǳ ǈȿǬ MȴǬǳɰ åǈʆɰȜǥȜǈ 
John  to discuss how to incorporate Chawathil 
culture a nd traditions into roads and trail  projects . 
Also discussed were ways to protect wilderness, 
discuss where trails and pathways  would be 
appropriate , and potential names for roads, trails, 
and parks were also discussed.  
 

Lands Advisory Committee Meeting  
A meeting with the Lands Advisory Committee was 
held on May 2, 2024 , to discuss the potential 
locations of trails and active transportation 
infrastructure on Chawathil 4. Meeting attendees 
included representatives from the lands 
department, the First Nations Land Management 
Resource Centre, and delegates from each family. 
The presentation was approximately 1 hour in 
length, and representatives were asked to comment 
on road renaming, proposed trails, and a 
recommendation was made to reach out to the 
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team completing the remediation work, as some of the proposed trails already exist.  The 
meeting generated support for the proposed active transportation network on Chawathil 4 
and inspired ideas for additional opportunities to encourage active transportation among 
members.  

Chief and Council Meetings  
The draft active transportation network maps were presented to Chief and Council on April 
16, 2024,  before the second community open house. Chief and Council were very supportive 
of the project and the desire to increase safety and opportunities for active transportation on 
Chawathil lands and along Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure roadways . The final 
plan was presented to Chief and Council on July 2, 2024 . 
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3.0 INTRODUCTION TO ACTIVE 

TRANSPORTATION 
This section provides an overview of active transportation and why it is important to 
Chawathil First Nation.  

3.1 WHAT IS ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION?  
Active transportation is walking, biking , and rolling  to a destination. Any type of human -
powered transportation is active transportation. It can include using a skateboard, in -line 
skates, scooters, wheelchairs, or strollers.  E-scooters, electric skateboards, and other small 
electric vehicles are also considered active transportation. People using these devices often 
share the same infrastructure as people walking, biking, or rolling.   

Active transportation can also include winter activities like snowshoeing or water -based 
activities like canoeing.  

 

 

3.2 WHY IS ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION IMPORTANT?  
Active transportation is important for many reasons. Many of the benefits offered by active 
transportation will address broader community goals  noted above . 

¶ More active transportation infrastructure can reduce how often people use a car.  
¶ It can make transportation within a community feel safer and more comfortable.  
¶ It can encourage more physical activity and time spent outdoors.  
¶ It can reduce greenhouse gas emissions and support climate resilience.  

Some of the benefits of active transportation and why it is important to Chawathil are 
described below:  

Connection to Land and Culture  
It is important for Chawathil members to maintain a  connection with the past, present and 
future  on their lands. Chawathil membership have walked these regions since time 
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immemorial and promoting more walking and cycling will support a reconnection to that 
tradition. Active transportatio n can be a way to recognize, preserve , and celebrate this 
connection between people and land by providing continued access to traditional resources 
and cultural practices . Trails, signage, and rest areas can improve access to important 
community sites , help share information about Chawathil history and  create opportunities 
for  gathering and storytelling.  

Safety Benefits  
Active transportation supports the creation of an environment that is safe for all modes of 
travel Ṝ walking, biking, rolling, taking transit, and even driving. Chawathil has lost members 
because of not having safe active transportation options. Members have been struck by 
trucks, and vehicles while walking along the highway. Being able to move safely within and 
beyond the community to reach destinations is fundamental to the overall quality of life  of 
all Chawathil members. This includes providing more routes within Chawathil and along the 
highway (Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure routes). Investing in active 
transportation infrastructure is an important step to increase safety and enhance mobility 
for everyone.  

Justice  
Providing a cce ss to safe and connected active transportation routes for Indigenous Peoples 
is an act of justice. Chawathil members should be able to sa fely travel to and from reserve 
lands, neighbouring municipalities , First Nation communities, and traditional land s. The  
traffic  safety issues  on provincial highways are life 
threatening , they have resulted in fatalities and 
create ongoing fear for individuals and families. 
Beyond lose of life, ongoing fear can create  
feelings of  anxiety and  isolation for community 
members.   

Beyond traffic safety, threats to personal safety 
due to a  lack of transportation options and safe 
active transportation facilities on highways  and transportation routes , are real , prevalent , and 
impact member ṭs lives daily.  

Among the 231 Calls for Justice formulated by the National Inquiry into Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls that were established by the federal government in 
2016, 4.8 states: We call upon all governments to ensure that adequate plans and funding 
are put into place for safe and affordable transit and transportation services and 
infrastructure for Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA people living in remote or rural 
communitie s. Transportation should be sufficient and readily available to Indigenous 
communities, and in towns and cities located in all of the provinces and territories in 
Canada.   

Article 7.1. United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples  

Indigenous individuals have the 
rights to life, physical and mental 
integrity, liberty and security of 
person.  
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Unfortunately, it is not uncommon for Indigenous People to drive illegally, drive while 
prohibited, drive without a license, and drive without insurance to get groceries, take their 
kids to school, go to work and so on because of limited transportation options  (beyond 
driving) . As a result, Indigenous People face penalties, including additional driving 
prohibitions that prevent them from getting their license, fines, and greater barriers to being 
able to drive in a region.  

Health benefits  
The health of Chawathil members is directly linked to the design of the community and 
infrastructure  available . Active transportation infrastructure is critical to making Chawathil 
lands walkable, accessible, and suitable for active modes of transportation. I mplementing a 
network of trails  and supporting facilities will help Chawathil members live healthier and 
more active lifestyles.  

Environmental benefits  
The health of the natural environment, ecological systems and wildli fe populations is central 
to the health and well -being of the Chawathil community. By encouraging active modes of 
travel, active transportation helps to reduce the negative impacts of greenhouse gas 
emissions and pollution associated with travel by car.  

Economic benefits  
Using active transportation reduces household costs. When community members choose 
to walk, bike, or roll instead of driving a car, they spend less on transportation. These savings 
can be reinvested back into the community by buying food, art, and supporti ng local 
businesses.  

Partnerships  
Partnerships can help accomplish shared community goals  and think about ways to 
enhance transportation connections outside of Chawathil lands . Collaboration with agency 
partners (Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, Fraser Valley Regional District, 
Canadian Pacific Railway, etc.), municipalities, First Nation communities, and organizations 
will help create safe, accessible , and enjoyable connections between Chawathil lands and 
neighbouring communities.  
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3.3 HOW PEOPLE MOVE  
Based on the þɸẈɯɋṖȴɸ ðɊʎʆȖǳɰȿ ĝȜȴȴǈȎǳ ðȜʆǳ ðɭǳǥȜȍȜǥ >ȴǈȜȽṖ uȿʆǳȎɰǈʆǳǬ >ʎȴʆʎɰǈȴ !ɸɸǳɸɸȽǳȿʆ, 
a document that highlights the impact of the loss of þɸṭɯɋḻȴɸ village area has had on 
Chawathil people , the impact has been extensive  in all aspects of life, including how and 
where people travel .  

ṪChawathil community members rely on travel corridors today to travel to and 
from work, school, and activities related to sports, education, and community. 
Contemporary travel corridors, roads and highways, do not reflect the traditional 
ways of canoeing be tween seasonal camps and the winter villages, to different 
Coast Salish communities, or for trade purposes. Contemporary travel relies on cars 
or transit (when available) and road networks, and sometimes alternative 
transportation such as biking, walking, or other. Travel has also changed to 
something that is necessary to do on a daily basis, to get groceries, visit other 
community members, and for reasons listed above, and is no longer based on a 
rhythm of nature. Ẇ  

ðɊʎɰǥǳḻ þɸṭɯɋḻȴɸ ðɊʎʆȖǳɰȿ ĝȜȴȴǈȎǳ ðȜʆǳ ðɭǳǥȜȍȜǥ >ȴǈȜȽḻ uȿʆǳȎɰǈʆǳǬ >ʎȴʆʎɰǈȴ !ɸɸǳɸɸȽǳȿʆ 

Having been displaced from þɸṭɯɋḻȴɸ there is no safe way to go back to the place Chawathil 
members come from. Additional  information collected from surveys, events, conversations, 
and available infrastructure and census data can help to understand where and why people 
are walking and cycling. This information can also help identify  ways to encourage people to 
travel by active transportation more.   

According to data from the 2021 Statistics Canada Census of  Population  for Chawathil lands , 
the main mode of commuting from home to a place of work is as follows:  

¶ By car as a driver  or passenger : 78% 
¶ By walking: 22%  
¶ By public transit : 0% 
¶ By bicycle: 0%  

According to the  Active Transportation Plan community  survey results, most respondents 
currently drive (either alone or with others) within Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2 as well to 
destinations outside of the community such as Hope and Agassiz. Most people never walk 
or bike. The few who do, do so about once a mo nth.  

Some respondents mentioned they feel somewhat unsafe walking and biking in the 
community due to the following reasons: loose dogs and wildlife; highway safety and speed 
concerns; insufficient lighting; and lack of infrastructure to support walking and biki ng.  
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Figure 3: How people travel within Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2 (Source: Community survey results  

 

3.4  WHY  ARE PEOPLE  NOT  WALKING AND CYCLING  
According to community survey results , the main challenges and barriers preventing people 
from walking and cycling  on Chawathil lands  are: 

1. Lack of trails or sidewalks  
2. Poor lighting  
3. Speed and noise of vehicles  
4. Feeling unsafe  

Through the community survey and events,  input was collect on  safety concerns along 
highway routes due to high motor vehicle speeds, lack of active transportation infrastructure 
(safe spaces for people to walk and bicycle), and insufficient lighting.  

3.5 THE PATH PEOPLE ARE TRAVELLING  
The existing active transportation network on both Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2 is limited. 
Both communities lack safe and accessible infrastructure to support walking, biking, and 
rolling. There are no sidewalks, no lighting , and the seating/rest areas are limited. Through 
this project , community members identified many opportunities to enhance the active 
transportation network in both Chawathil 4 and Schkam 2. This section describes the existing 
transportation network, and the routes people are using to get a round.  
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Chawathil 4  

Chawathil 4 is situated on the north bank of the Fraser River, approximately 9 km west of 
Hope  (Telte Yet Campground), 7 km from Schkam 2, and 21 km from Agassiz  (District of Kent) .  

Chawathil 4 (Figure 4) is intersected by Lougheed Highway (Highway 7) serving as an east to 
west connection through the reserve and to neighbouring communities, including Schkam 
2. The local road network consists of Chawathil Road and the 7 Day Adventist Youth Camp 
Road offering  connections from Lougheed Highway to the northern boundary of Chawathil 
4 and Camp Hope. Several smaller streets (Hummingbird Lane, Bernadette Lane, Lorenzetto 
Lane, and Jackson Avenue) offer connections from Chawathil Road to residential properties. 
There are also several informal paths in the community including the Enbridge pipeline  
right -of -way running parallel to Lougheed Highway a nd clearings that have occurred as part 
of creek restoration projects . The reserve boundary of Chawathil will be expanding  to include 
additional land north of the current boundary, creating an opportunity for additional trails 
and mountain biking routes.  There is one bus stop located at Chawathil 4, route  72 operated 
by BC Transit runs four times a day. Twice in the morning and twi ce in the afternoon/evening. 
Providing some, but a limited, alternative to driving.  

>ȖǈʧǈʆȖȜȴ ᶤ Ȗǈɸ ǈ ȽʎȴʆȜṠɭʎɰɭɊɸǳ ǤʎȜȴǬȜȿȎṇǈǬȽȜȿȜɸʆɰǈʆȜɊȿ ǤʎȜȴǬȜȿȎḼ ǬǈʭǥǈɰǳḼ ȍȜɰǳ ȖǈȴȴḼ ʆɰǈȜȿȜȿȎ 
centre, Sacred Heart Church, playing field and park, storage building, and a trout hatchery. 
Most homes are accessed from Chawathil Road,  and the several smaller streets noted above . 
There are also several homes that front onto Lougheed Highway (Highway 7) . 

 

Figure 4: Existing network on Chawathil 4  
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